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SUMMARY:

The prevalence rate (PR) of contact dermati-
tis (CD) among 1098 male worker
five and more years of continuous e
ment was found to be 9.3%,
Prevalent in the hands (85.3
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thought to be of irritang type. However,

with patch testing technique and wieh in-
creasing array of chemicals, (he incidence of
allergic CD may reach 50% of ay CD(M'”).
The PR of CD jn various samples of Iraqi in-
dustrial Population vary from 539
worhers in chronjum department in Irag:
Tanning Factory in Baghdag(1®) and 9.6%
among workers in detergent and soap depart-
men of Vegetable Qi] Company in
dad(w). As few

among

Bagh
studies on CD among Iraqi
industria] pPopulation is published, this
study is conrducted among Iragi enginecring
workers,

MATERIAL AND METHODS : 20
1- 1098 male workers with five and more
years of employment at .;‘*.L-Qadissyia State

Establishment (Factory) were stwudicd. the
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4 Only those having CD at the time of
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spaich test was not performed because the
iy is concemed with the PR of CD, in
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gesi and nou a specific type, therefore fic
tiggnosis of CD was based on full history

4 clinical examination and knowin g the
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DISCUSSION:

A cross sectional epidemiological survey

e 2 shows the Aisrbution of PR

1o the position on the

was conducted on 1098 male cmployees
who spent more than five continuous years
in an Engineering factory. The PR of CD
was 9.3% this rate is higher than that re-
ported by AL-Kateeb and AL-Safadin in Syr-
1223) who found 5% of Syrian textile work-
ers had CD but lower than that found by
Ismail (53%) among workers in a chromium
Dept in an Iraqi tanning factory in Baghdad
and less than the PR (13%) ) reported by AL-
Rawi(**) among workers in Falloga cement
25) found that 15.7% of male
workers in 17th july textle factory- Bagh-
dad had CD which was higher than ouf
present finding. Our results ar¢ comparable
with that of El‘as“g) who found that the

crude PRSECD was 9.0% amotp worke:s in
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Table 1. The asscciation between contact dermatitis (CD) and other variables. -
The Yariables Total C d.f N
No. of workers No. PR™
age (years) )
20-29 583 61 10.5 y
30.30 359 32 8.9 3 '
40-49 125 8 6.4
50+ 31 1
Total 1098 102 9:3
Educational leve!
1leterate 44 0 0
Read and write 26 2 1.7 :
X
Primary school 479 33 6.9 4 14.6
Secondary sch. 381 50 13.1
Other 158 17 10.1
Years of
employments
5-9 654 72 11.0
10-14 159 10 6.3
15-19 182 15 8.2 3 6.6.
20+ 103 5 4.9
Departments
Production 646 65 10.1
Technical 94 7 7.4
maintenance 106 8 7.5
General Service 70 1 1.4 6 25.1%Xx
Adminstration 71 6 8.5
Plastic moulding 38 11 28.9
surface treatment 73 4 5.5
xx P<0.01 +PR= Prevalence rate N
xxx P<0.005 :
SRR BRI

Table 2. The distribution of contact der matitis

_____ dccordmg_&) the the po sruon ' on the e body.
Zosmon No. of wmkn" Wi lh CD P“’*
45 43.1
26 ' 23.5 :
] 16.7
. “__14_ 13.7
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There, fiber glass and acrylatec mafer‘i:ﬂ.s
were used which might act as exireme 1m-
wnts of ssnsilizers“). In the production de-
sariment the PR 1s relatively high (10.1%)
‘wi,,-n compared with other departments. An
explanation could be put on the basis that
workers in that deparument were usually ex-
posed to cutting fluid which is a weil known
imitznt®). Such CD in 2!l department could
have been much lower if personal protective
devices, perscnal hygiene and better house
keeping were considered seriously and kept
optimum, It is well known that CD affects
mainly hand§. and in our iavestigiion,
hands were involved in more than 80% of
Gases, this finding is comparable with that
of sl o1 41027,
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conducting this work.
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