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Abstract

Race, ethnicity and socioeconomic factors influence the prevalence of obesity and overweight, which are major public health
problems. Our objectives were (1) to calculate the prevalence of self-reported obesity and overweight in whites, blacks,
Chaldeans, and Arabs in the Detroit metropolitan area; and (2) to examine the odds for self-reported overweight and obesity in
the racial and ethnic minorities when compared to whites. The responses to a self-administered survey conducted among the
adult residents (n = 2,883) of the Detroit metropolitan area of Michigan were analyzed. Prevalence of overweight and obesity
were 47.4 and 34.6 % respectively for the whole sample, while it was 39.9 and 43.6 % for whites, 42.3 and 47.8 % for blacks,
46.2 and 30.3 % for Chaldeans, and 52.2 and 28.5 % for Arabs. The odds for obesity was significantly lower in Arabs [odds
ratio (OR) 0.31; 95 % confidence interval (Cl) 0.13-0.72] and Chaldeans (OR 0.14; 95 % CI 0.06-0.33) when compared to
whites. Chaldeans (OR 0.36; 95 % CI 0.15-0.86) had significantly decreased likelihood for being overweight compared to
whites. Odds for obesity and overweight can vary in the different ethnic minorities within whites. Sharing similar living
conditions decreases the differences in the odds for overweight and obesity between whites and blacks. Taking into
consideration the racial and ethnic differences of the target population may help in developing better programs for fighting
overweight and obesity.
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whites. Chaldeans (OR 0.36; 95 % CI 0.15-0.86) had significantly decreased likelihood for being overweight compared to
whites. Odds for obesity and overweight can vary in the different ethnic minorities within whites. Sharing similar living
conditions decreases the differences in the odds for overweight and obesity between whites and blacks. Taking into
consideration the racial and ethnic differences of the target population may help in developing better programs for fighting
overweight and obesity.
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